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HIE RUSH OF WATERS.
Breaking- Loose of the Rivers from

Their Icy Fetters.

TERRIBLE DEVASTATION.

Human Beings Swept
Into Eternity.

Towns, Villages and Farm Houses
Visited with Destruction.

FEATS OF THE FLOODS.

Great Artificial Barriers Wrenched,
Twisted and Crushed.

Stoppage of Railroad Trains and
Telegraphic Messages.

THRILLING ESCAPES FROM DEATH.

Demolition of Bridges, Mills
and Ice Dams.

Tlie People Save Themselves
by Flight.

PARTIAL SUBSIDENCE OF THE FRESHETS

Further Danger Apprehended
from a Change of Weather.

THE DELAWARE.
TUL CALAMITY AT PORT JERVIS A.N't) GERMANTOWN.

Poht Jervis, March 17, 1875.
At last the great agouy is over and Port Jervis

peupio have abundant reason to congratulate
themselves that their towu Is still here, aud has
received a damage 'hat may fairly be regarded as
trivial, II we compare what Is with "what might
have been." Some twenty or tuirty nomes only
have been destroyed, two Uvea lost are ail that
we hear of thus lar, and two bridges are dammed,one that may oe repaired for $10,000. though
liuo.ooo will scarcely replace the o:her, whicu,
dowever, is not the property of tue town, but of
tne Erie ltallway Company. But the great ice
gorge that has threatened tne town lor a mouMi w

L'one, and the greater storm of tee that came down
with tho mo of tne river yesterday Is gone
wub ir, and the town is anil hero and
lomparatlveiy sale. As tae great volumo of
the river l« now sweeping down 1» Led hearing
till, but tranquilly, seaward great mosses 01 the
broken, oiuinbled loe, It seems scarcely possible
to realize the excitement that agitated tho communityout a lew hours sluce; uud, tudeed, tho
mdiirerence, uirecied or real, with winch many
treat the recent danger soorns to Indicate that
they never lulty realised It. Vet twelve hours
unce we woro a community unite prepared to
taK« passago with Commodore Noah, or any other
tan Whose boat might have boen handy,

rnt warminu gy desthcotiox.
Last tught the alarm came that tho enemy was

n motion. Awar up the river, as the report ran,
tho river had risen ten l*«t and was rising "a foot
s minute." Ttio tan ieei actually reaiue i was a

lufllciently uiarmiiig derail in this story, and the
rhteatened toot a minute presented u picture
oi speculative horrors that the rural Imagl-
nation could not grasp, if the ieo feet
DwUld be maintained as lar down as thia
'fm Wouid beco.Mie oi port Jervis? It wmild be

placed a great wA;ny more tnan *even ways 101
^ui.iiuy.sinco rtut. rise would send a flood over
the ice ac.'uniilaiodi hor.> ut least six feet higher
itim the Luiu iiu'i Klvc a loot of tfeptlt at point*
fthovo the rail^'o^' atbiiou. ia wator a lout
Ucep t.'iejo u no 'K'reftt ponor to curry lumse*
ttWuj', Out ijieie iV power 10 Uo roueU damage;
itu'j, moreover, h*\ we aliall >po prsaenilv. 'He
water u«uif i« not i hc ffrente*t iraineuute cauie
ui ili'#t<'uctioa in casln* ol tins nort. Water supplio«rue ivrt« mh ifiitii'OW^er inurr* piojecilles;
uao tu« projaotaua jr^ tiua ra*t> w«r« tjie tretuon*
uo;;* cutoa o; loI iligit wniilad Uito tn« uaatuie
ocawiuatrJ linpout' <iit Dm auritd woiaiAiu tur>
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rents seemed capable of sweeping over anil an-

&lhllatlug any Impediment whatever.
TKN MINUTES TO 'HIE DAY OK JDUOMKNT.

Naturally, tnereiore, tlit report of this rapid
rise 01 lie river nad in it the elements of panic.
It came with the startling effect of »n explosion,
and ilie people, who had become apathetic and
lnaitfereut in the many days during which they
had waited in vain lor this alarm, who had come
to believe that the dancer was over, were in
the moral condition of people who felt that it was
onlv ten minutes to the d»v of Judgment, with
their names at'the head 01 the list.
lletweeu eight and nine o'clock In the evening

a report went the rounds that tha ice was moving.
In a short time the whole towu was in great commotion.The story originated from a despatch
dated at Deposit, and many got the impression
that it was from Germantown, only half a mile
distant.
The people on tuc flats began to pack up, and

a great demand was made lor horses and wagons.
Hut, through the prompt efforts of Chler of Police
Samuel Walley, they were prevented In a great
measure mom moving their lurnlture. All night
long the poolio barrooms were crowded, every
one being lu.i/ sauafied that not many hours could
elapse belore the ireshet vjould be lelt at thla
point.

watching the river.
The telegraph wires kept the authorities Informedoi tue state or affairs all along the river.

At tno Delaware House a watch was changed
every hour, the patrol consisting of about twenty
meu, who watchea the river for two miles m
length. Two locomotives were also kept plying
up and down the road irom the iron bridge, which
was three miles above, so that no stone t*as left
unturned to give tne citizens ample time to reach
a place of safety in case of imminent danger.
All night this report of the evening's advance

was kept up; despatches from points constantly
nearer and nearer came in. it gave an iinpresclonof deliberateness, of calm, slow, long-determinedpurpose, this tardy, terrible advanco: and
the terror grew greater.or, rather, the effect
grew greater.as latiaue aud apprehension wore
out the courage with which people were prepared
to lace the (treat calamity, it was calculated by
Mr. Chanute at what hour, by the comparative
progress made iyoin point 10 point, the great
danger would reach us here, and the hour was set
down for eight or nine A. M. to-day. Unassured
by this many weut to their homes and Blept, but
the more anxious kept on looc ail nignt, or perhapsdropped away to a little slumber toward
daylight.

11ik rbal ala km.
At six o'clock this morning the alarm whs

given, as It had been coucerted between the
authorities and ttio people, that danger was imminentand notice was given to the people to
leave cermantown, the most exp ;sed point. Assistancewas .itiven to many invalid and lnflrm
persons. But a little la;er the same alarm w.is

given in Port jervis :ind the teal excitoinent of the
day began in the bustle and hurry and rush o) the
people In the Jammetl streets to get away and
save their little property.
Soon alter seven A. M. the announcing avalanche

reached the Iron bridge across the Delaware, at
at the point culled Sawmill litre (shown
in the mop). At tuis moment a locomotive,
under charge of Division Superintendent Thomas,
came dashing down the rauroad track, whistling
with all its might ol sound, thus warniug the peoplethat no time was 10 be lost in reaching places
ot aaiety. As the locomotive came into Port
Jervis some naif a dozen other loco.natives sant
iortu a sarin scream that, defies description.

KLIUHT FOR SAFKTY,
In less than liueen minuUa over two thousand

persons wero ou the streets, and In half an hour
I'ikn stree;, leadiu/ down to tne susponslon
bridge, was black with tUe throng. soon wagon
alter wagon came rattling down on the flats, ana
sucu n tumbling out or lurnltare from tho various
houses was never buioro witnessed in Port Jervis.
Here and tnore could be soon men hurrytugalong loaded dow.> with goods, women running
mm mill II Wll, Kit lotmui i» iuuvj ui ntwui/jr. aiiu

hlll-ldes wore lined with spectators, wtuo tno
couliuuitl shrieking o( tut- numinous locomotives
no<l tuo niiu.nu' or boils added to the contusion
ami sent terror loco ti.o hearts oi many. boon

tuo housetops were crowded with people. On tuo
root oi the Dalrtwuro House stoud rtozena with
tlold alaRscM tukiug ohaervatious ami v<*atCbiuu
the bend at ti or amnio w n.

AN IUMKNSX ULAiT.
Ncsr seven o'clock a uru.it Olast wan made of

flu; pouting ot nitroglycerine. Tbl* had been
previously placod under the ice at tiie strongest
point oi the Ufttu to awnu the critical motneut
wtion the rise ot tne water would wake the woak*
eniug of the structure advantageous. Undoubtedly
thlt had u very great eil'eci in weakening tuo
mas*. It threw large iratinonts ooo Je n into tho
air aud destroyed tne real point oi rosiatanc*.
A little Detore seven the river oe. ari to r.se

siosrly noir tuo tow.i, tho euape;.aion bridge
bein.i crowded with spec mors. Ctuei of J'olio-*
W alley had his force early going the round* to uid
the people. Several women hud to os carried out
oi tuelr houses in chair*; in iact no less than hall
a do/ <n sick peraoue wore thus reaooed irora toe
di l danger.

t r.siiuvtios ov the inox uiiion
Hi pjicrmoua mass oi lot, aot less than twenty,

p*ruups thirty, icet. lu height, ami irom oae to

two uillo* IB length, wua simply being pushed
u'jhu tue course o tne river by tae wiui.r ouhiud

it, and was ploimuiug iu wa>, clearing out vim
trtaiendeui eitloieaoy whataver wt.e triors U. it
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made no more account of ordinary bridges than
the farmer's two- horse subsoller would oi the root
of a rose tree. Kvery labile oi that sort Inr up
tlie river was cleaned away, and about seven
o'clock A. M. it was at. the tri>u bridge of the Erie
Kailwav over tlie Delaware, just above hern. Tins
was a line, strong bridge, nude oi wood and iron
together, one oi those knitted labrtcs or engineeringlugeuuity that puzzle ihc usiless passenger
every nay in the year with the glimpse of the
mazy Intricacy of bolrs and girders and fasteningsoi every conceivable kind which they give.
It held but a little while, and yet was, perhaps, of
incalculable service in meaning and dispersingsomewhat the head 01 the column.
Ot course, it gavo wav. This was at
twenty roiuutcs to eight. The whole bridge diu
not go. however. Home considerable portion ot
it was not immediately over the river, but
stretched irom a high point of the bank toward the
edge oi tne stream. All that partot the bridge

pushed down the stream and hurled to one side
to matte way for the conquering monster That
hurtled paur it lor otber achievements lurther
down the valley.

At hull-oast seven a despatch was received In
town that the bridgo had been curried away, and
soon a locomotive reached the depot confirming the
tact and stating ihut while crossing the bridge the
Ice strucK it, aud the locomotive had not got ten
leet oir the east side when the bridge began to go.
One man was on tne bridge at tue time aud oareiy
escaped with his liie. He was a flag man aud in
tne employ or the compauv.

TUE SCKNE A f UEKMANTOWN.
In the level between the river and the hills Is

the tract or the Krle, and between tlie track, aod
the river, a mile aoove Port Jervls, is the village
or Germantown, some hundreds of neat little two
story lramo houses grouped on a lew regular
street?. Into tins village the waternnd ice cauie
with h roar that threatened annihilation, aud it
seems scarcely less thuu miraculous that it did on
the whole so little harm. Some houses were bowled
away, crushed and destroyed altogether, others
were dismantled and dissected.cast about in
topsy-turvey indifference to architectural intentions.andirom some the people had hairbreadth
escapes; out, :n view ol what went on a lew leet
away, it seems incredible that there should be u
house stundiog. Within a Hundred yards or the
middle ol' this little settlement the ice now rests
where the lorce of tho water nurled it this morning,piled lu jagged masses, any piece ol whlcn
hurled upon auy house hero would have ruined
it. These masses ol ice are Irom six to ten leet
thick and irom ten to lllteen leet square and aro
piled up by tne tnousaud at the very edge 01 the
little settlement. Alt the houses, as iar as tUey
reached, went before theru like cheesecakes, bui
how they leit any houses at all is the wonder.

Ilut the deposit ol ice on this level, to the north
01 the stream, between Haw Mill Kilt auu German-
town, greatly relieved too pressure iroui ine
stream una made a difference tn regard 10 the
bridge lower down uiul to Port Jervis. Indeed,
the Port Jervls bridge was not earned a way by
the ice but by the water.
A1011 if the flats, between i'ort Jervis and Germuutowo,stood a train of seventeen cars on a

turn out track, whicu the ice caught up and
hurled into the air an 11 tney were mere nothing,
such a complete wreck was never witnessed at
any collision that ever took place. A lew ol the
wheels and some oi the bottoms arc ait that now
remain. The loss on these cars will not be less
than $10,000.

Till: lllaE AT l'OKT JKRVIH.
The water rose gradually about the bridge until

neat ly clglir, o'clock, when it begun to show itself
on Thompson aud King streets. It came stealing
along quietly, but every one could sen tuat mischieffollowed In us wake. At eight o'clock it began(o snow its strength, and soon arouud (JermantownPoint came dashing huge cakes of ice,
and the signal was sounded that the worst was
ne ir at hand.
At last that happened which no one could have

hoped lor. ine great ice plough proved a plough
to the last, and a deep one. it ploughed out me
groat ice gorge and dam.cut. it through and
tnrongh, tore it into ten thousand fragments and
moved it away. U was the iutunso moment of
me drama, when the Ice Irom above came do wn
to the bridge and upon tho Ice lodged no re, but
witeu the rumors spread that the dam was
hianed, that it was moving, that it was swept
away, the sense of leiiet, <'f unconstrained juy,
oi excitement showed.what hud not been
altogether apparent in the demeanor oi i tie people.how deeply their leeitngs had Leon wrought
by tno incidents ol rhis event in their lives, as
tiie repo» t spread that the dam was moving tbere
whs a rusn and a clambering lor high places from
whicu to observo llirt gratiivltig sight, aud tno
housetops, tue tops of cars aud other elevated
points weie more than ever filled with the tiappy
multitude.

TUN ANVll. YIELDS TO TUK IlXUUkK.
It was naturally a happy moment. People who

had wondered lor a nuuiU past whether the Ice
hero lodged might not prove their ruin, and who
had now ooen startled u; u fresh alai m auil the
imminent threatening of auoiner a linger.the
coming oi the tiununor thai was to crush tneiu on
litis gieat unvll.»aw with the deepest concoivabio
content tho great anvil crushed under the wiul
blow oi the great uamnier. Hut the town was
saved. As the ice gorge moved away, aud a
channel was ploughed lor the water, alt this
great voltuu') tuat was sweeping luto the
town went back. All tho flood a novo subsidedand tno great danger was over,

rxu; nusrSNsiotf iiuid.ik oaiihikd xw.vr.
ili'Ulil, tlllltl U * ,U> i\ W'lU 4V»« 11 i» V I.WU4U U||->UU<K

down ik* Vivo)' hociiiod to luuif.iN.j 111 suo; iu
fact, *0 no 01 the cukes were twenty :eor iu leiiiitti.
inu or three rimes they Unshod up against tlio
suDutiiMtoii Urluir*1. out tuoy tlul no iuui«rnti damauo.As ho»« us ttio gorge hud moved u.l sot-mod
10 DOUgi lltUlat,! tilOlll^OiVi'S 111 lit UlQ lil Klx'O WOU.a
bi'/mivou, but they wer«j «iooiii«<t to dUuppoiiit*
nieiit, (or in u .out tw.'iitv minute* a portion of
the ir u bridge uauiA O&imug along wttci uu ominousloroo. It a,'bears that uftor it had bweu curriodaway it grounded about two union uoovo tlm
p IUt, but Wan h'lOII lorced out IMIO tllu 'trCUiU
ugalu by >ftt! Iltuvjr rush ui led, aud then Uu're
wa» uotnluu r«> Mtuy i * passage dotvu to j'orr.
Jervis. as it pasaed iKriunntowa it xtruek a lituo
iwoatory iruiue building aud c*<i it into it
tnon and piece*. Uu it ciiino toward the suapenmuiiUruige, and stuck tn.it ju* north m the
<eture pi«*r mid snapped it. like it pipe stem.
Aw.iy wont tiiu Imdire, with « lilt culverts ua
tau easterly sine, uud iu Jess in,in tliroa uiiiiut
tlio wuui» structure wus swept away. Onlya.,©*
Wires haugiiig .rom tue upper cable were left. As
tho iiorine.isterl.v culvert <ui .started it iiustiod
ugiiin.-i tne iraino ouildiua udioitiinu tlio bi.ugo
on ilie oast side und curried uwu.y u portion of tlie
first and * cond atones. A cooking clove wont
living iu me an, iolio<ved bv chairs und tables,
uud In u second the pine- *vn u perfect
wreck. I'ne building was owned b> Joiiu
Kir* und wus occupied by one Mm. Douglass, i«ur
Hie niti< r und tier amuy had ail boeu removed
to u piae« oi i-uietv. A<i the suspension Bridge
w, s curried away ti shriek oi Horror arose from
the ciowds ut various points, and every one
snouted,

"THKHE QoKS ITIE MUDdR!"
Tht iron bridge, aitot carrjlug atvay the sua-

peuaiob Uridge, was lorced toward toe easterly
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shore and struck two small buildings hull submergedin water. Hoth in an liisra.ni were hurled
into a thousand iraginents. Down the stream the
Iron bridge dashed aud rounued Carpenter's
Toint, and was Uieu lost to sight. It was carried
a distance ol' tuily three miles and was finally
stopned :ila place called Van Noy Island.
Muring the tresnet over 60o houses were inundatedat. I'ort Jei vi-i and Oeiiuaiitown. At rue

former place the water reached First street and
Jersey avenue, submerging all o^ Railroad avenue.
Lumber street, Thompson, Water, King, Pike,
lirown ana three .-mall streets south 01 itailro.id
avenue. Every house, with the exception ol about
halt a dozen, was deserted. On one could be seen
a man sitting with a board in his mind, evidently
intending to use It a? a il<>at should the house be
carried away.

a woman's pluck.
a woman named Hurley reiused to leave her

house, aud the water rose clear up Into tli* sec-
ond story of the bulldimr, while she remained.
When the water hail receded and the people came
neur the house shu stuck be head out of the windowand laugmngly said:."What a lot 01 scaredevilsWhat was you airald 011 I knew the
water could do no barm to Christians."

it was quite amusing to see meu running with
chickens and goats in their arms at the early
start ol the Hood, one lellow came along pulling
three bogs by a rope, but be only managed to get
them hair a block, lor they all would endeavor 10
take opposite directions, and at last lie was com-
peilert to desert them lor bis own safety, and soon
tht-.y* Kik one route as a reward lor their ousiinacy,and were cairled down the stream amid
the ice. A valuable horse was drowned by the
ireehec, its owner being unable to gee it out or Its
stable. It was surprising that all the horses ou
the lower Bide ot the flats were not carried away.

NAMES OK VICTIMS.
Among those who nave sustained a loss are

Amos Woodward, J. T. Heddeil, Mr. Cregao, C.
Nicnois, T. liranca, C. Douglass. \V. M. Rhodes, Mr.
Mnrpny, Mr. W, Muir, c. Johnson, Mr. snaw,
Thomas Oanley, Thomas Sheppard. Pnilip Teuton,
Herman Nusman, Peter Cardv, J. P. Bowed, J.
Hogan, Harrr Karclake, Joba Kirk, P. Hoilenuead,
J. Liroe and John Burn.-.

a narrow escape
took place iu a lager bear saloon, located in a
basement on Railroad avenue. Several men were
engaged iu eating their breakfast when the water
canie in the windows and doors, and be.ore they
could reach the iront steps it was nearly up to the
ceiiins. AH were drenched with water. About
400 men have been thrown out olemployment,but it is calculated that labor
wiil soon be resumed. There wore over
thirty locomotives iu the round house,
all 01 which were llred ud to be used ll necessary.
An effort was made to remove several trains of
cars, bat it viinot poMioie to get tnem out oi
the way in time. On the Pennsylvania side two
small buildings were destroyed, but b >th were unoccupied.Chief Kngmeer Cbanute, oi the Krie
Railway, aided greatly In saving a good deal of
property, and were it not lor the loss of the iron
bridge the company would sustain a very trilling
loss.
John A. Abbott, oi the road, has issued the iollowing:.

Nnw \oiir, March it.i 15 p. m.
'Ihero will l>c no interruotion ol' through travel on tno

Kne Railway, as an arrangement has lieeu inadu io
use tin1 liroau gauge line of the I'elaware. Lackawanna
ami WeKleru Hallway, hot ween lliiighanuou ami Jersey
City,during the continuance of tha nrcuk at I'ort.Iervia,tints enabling the Krie ltallway Comuau.v to run its
through pa.-senge.r trains wltuout ehaugo ot ears fi\,m
it* own depot, ,'it Jersey i ity, u> Buffalo, Chicago anil
Cincinnati at the regular advertised hour-. Local
(nuns will run ns usual.

It is reported that two men buve been drowned
about two miles above here. Their bodies were
recovered, but there was no way of communl-
eating with points up the river and their names
were not ascertained.

MORE DANOEK.
There are still leurs of another flood. The van.

ons streams tnac rnu Into IDe DlllVItt are beginningro ill again, aud the people predict anoiner
drowning out. The water remains about too
same ..eight as ufter ten o'clock A. M. Immense
quantities ot ice have passed down ail day long.

UP THE RIVER.
Port Jkkvis, March 17, 1875.

The first Sinn of impending danger appeared
at uuwuaviiie. on me >rest uraucn, in unawarecounty. The ice began breaking up mere

yesterday aiternoon, tlio river rising almost
lu an Instant to an immense height. itie flood
did comparatively little damago until lc passed
Deposit. A short distance below true place the
ico loriued a Heavy gorge in the channel. This
was In a lew minutes piled thirty leet high wltli
large sukC3 of Ice, The water being dammed by
this blockade U rapidly van back to Deposit, hurlinghuge cakes o: ice up to the top or the Erie
Hallway embankment and loavlug some across
the rails. The raliroad bridge over the river at
Deposit was lifted slightly item lis foundation*.
The lower part of Dopo^lt was quickly luunuated.
So sudden was the (loud that dwellings were surroundedboioro the lumatas could escape, and
they wero removed in boats. Houses were seen
floating away among tue broken ic« in u very
uliort time, and horses, cons and pigs were seen
on ali hands swimming lor places of saiety.
Deveioux's extensive sawmill was removed
liotn Its foundation?, and thousands of
dollars' worth 01 lumber wore swept
aw«r. The water had reached almost
the contra ol the village, and s'orcs and dwellings
were being emptied of their content*, when a
channel was lorcod through the gorge and the
water receded, pasaiug lu a flood ol heaving ico
down tlte river, bearing awajr lumber, leaces,
trees and several buiidiug*. Many valuable horse*
and cows were crushed In tlio surging mass. lie.
twi-eu Deposit and llule's Kady portions of tue
carcasses of hordes He high u» on the Ico cait npoa
tne banKs.

BtVKl'T INTO ETBRMITY.
From Deposit tho flood passed uy Halo's Eddy,

wiicr.' it took away nearly a million roet ol lumber
ready 'or raiting, belonging 10 Henry Evam and
James 1'uthtll. A. Whtt'uian, who was keeping a
lookout out ior tho property. wus|wu»litd away
beioro iio u.iulu escape, a..d Mis uody has not yot
been seen. Kvery fence or tree standing along
the bank .vns carried <>tT. When t.:ie advancing ic<i
struck tue ice gorge ut Hue's Kddv, which lovmed
on February 27, there was a momentary oneo*.
Tic moving ice rose witu tho <orce behind it lu a

great wave, ao.than tltt.v leet high, and rolied
over the obstruction, wnieu wuiu«u torn awa» and
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hurried down in the tlood. At tier's Fiats, two
miles beyond llaucock, everything was inundated.
George McComb, who was lu a barn, 100 yards
no in the river, putting thu Harness on Ins horse,
heard the roar ol the llooa and had time to reach
a large chestnut tree near by and climbed bevond
the reach of tlie advancing water and ice, which
rolled threateningly below him lor hours beiorc
he could leave his perch.

A TKAIN CHECKED 11Y TUB FLOOD.
At Hancock, where the East. Branch joins the

main stream, the water had been rising gradually
all day, but no break up was considered imminent*
At a quarter past seven last evening the
ice began breaking and the river commenced
rising very rapidly. Train No. 5, on
the Erie Hallway, was approaching Han-
cock at that time. The great Hood burst
upou the siulit of those aboard the train
as it came thundering down the valley. The train
was stopped scarcely twenty-live leet above tue
water margin, which extends !ur auead over the
flats, which st.ieicn a quarter of a mile irom the
river bank. The avalanche was sweeping eveiytnlngbeiore it. Huge trees, that Had witastood
the winds aud storms or centuries, snapped beioreit like reeds aud toppled over to join the destroyingdeiutfe. For three miles down the
Htiviiiu ihe Hood advanced wit bout resistance.
within eighteen inched of tho railroad tract, upon
wbica liugo blocks ot ice were hurled at intervals.

A SCENE Of TKIUlOlt.
TUe passengers in tno train lied in terror to the

lilgu ground on their light; mcu, women and
children, pelimeil and with 110 regard to baggage
or property 01 any kind which tnev might nave
in the cars.. The sight was one to terrify the
stoutest neart. Women tainted and were carried
lrom the cars. The air was filled with the. cries of
irigutened women and children, and the gathering
darkness added terror to the scene. Three miles
below Hancock trie ice became gorged in the
channel, in a very lew seconds tue water was
rushing back along its track to Hancock. At severalplaces the railroad track was covered with ice
and water, and every telojruph pole tne entire distancewas levelled to tne ground. The Iron railroadbridge across the tast iiranch is seventy
leet lrom the bed ot tho river. So great
was the jam tual the ice was heaped
11p so that it nearly touched the stringers.
The villagers were iiorror-sLricken. Destruction
to the lower part of the place was threatened, in
less than a quarter of a minute the water raised
ten leet above its flood height. Fortunately tlie
pressure was so immense that the gorge gave way
uud tne water led as rar>id>y as It had rlseu.
Cukes ol ice weighing hundreds oi tons were left
lying across tne eastward bound track. Win n the
great dam was at its highest it. was nearly a mile
wide and forty feet high. In its lowest part, sin-
gularir, the damage to ihe railroad was slight. It
was with great utiiloulty thac many oi the passengerswho mid lelt ths train could he induced to
again get aboard, but the train was finally started
on its way and met uo lurtlier obstruction.

COt'llHK or TUB nKl.UUE.
Night now enwrapped the scene. The moon, shiningon the surging flood,brought out. in bold relief its

ragged profile and surrounded it with new terror.
Kusuiuic ou down the river, it reached Stockport,
sweeping the banks above clear of lumber, fences,
telegraph poles and everything movable. The
timber lor fllteea raits w:is carried uwa.v from the
bank at the village, and it is tnought that three
tramps, who h.ul een lured by tne railroad companyto watch a pile of railroad ties, were
orowned. as they have not been seen since the
flood. The liigu iiank oi the railroad protected it
lrom damage, but tno track was piled lud oi Ice
lor mi.es. I'lic accumulation oi the llood uow rep-
resented a fortune a milll'iunairo might covet, and
contained tho iragmeuts ol many an nuuioie Uome.
limn and desoiauon marked its track, but greater
was still to come.

KACINU THE TORRENT.
Alter the destruction ol telegraph communicationat Hancock, K. W. Ware, superintendent of

the track on the Deluware division, started in a
liaudcar for that point to alve warning to the stationsbelow ; but the combined cHons of a lorce of
stout laborers were lnsuihcient to outstrip the
flood, and they wore only enabled to keep ahead or
It. it moved in a wave iliteen ieet high, crowned
with ice, 10 >8, trees and miscellaneous dritt. Its
moiion was rotary, ami seemed to reach clear to
the oottom o: the river at every roil and suiye.
From Stockport it swept through Big Equluunk
eduy, citWBg rails aud lumber docks
and taking away three snwll bulldinits.
It passed under the suspension bridge uniting
me villages 01 Equluunk una Lordviue. badly
sHatterinif the piers. At the li.isket station
anotuer double span wooden bruise was destroyed,
tue massive atone pier crumbling to pieces like
sana. lnls bridge was carried on the ice as far us
llaukin's, where it lodged, causing aDotner blockade01 the Ice. Hefore it lorcea its way aU»u« ilie
water backed lor two miles aud threatened destructionto the railroad track. The lumber lor mteen
raits ia> piioJ near tne mouth 01 Little Equinuuk
Creek, betweou basket and llaukin's. ir, belonged
to tile Hrauiam and RelUms. neavy lumber operators,aud was all carried away.

TUK VII.I.AUE Ul- CALUCOON COVEItkD.
The Ire lroui liix Kqumuuk to Calliooon went

niiiiiw break-up tu February. ims ext<mi 01
lot-, which 1.ad covered sixteen miles of tne river,
ail day Jammed on Uallicouu Island, and now
si re cued back seven miles. When tne flood
struck it It rostatcil lor a moment and then «ave
way. rul.ivouu Creek was jammed back a mile,
l'lio bank was piled nigh with ice tu a lew minute*
aud (lie w,ucr bloke over. It was luted up and
broken to piecos. ine Ico made a leariul jam at
Hock Uun and Hooded DaiHcoo'.i. \iauv of the
residents hud deserted their houses lorn{ beiore
and stood on nigh ground, powerless to stay tne
woriv 01 destruction uoiun on arouuo tiiotn. Actus
01 fertile nvur bottom WW* Out away at tftta
puice, and barely a suck 01 timber is to be seen.
i'ue jam at Hock Kuii wan of longer uuratlou Thau
auy oi tho previous were, but broke away auout
miumgUl.

COOllHCTO.N'S kXTKlUKSCE.
I'Uo Hood passed buueuth Cochucton Undue

Tfituout vlolug wny damage, uud tot through
Oocnoftoti Falls, lhe danger tout threatened
that vtliatte was accordingly Uiuugttt to b« over,
but about oue o'clock it was discovered
that tue water was backlog up rapidly, and it wui
at once known that, a jam hua occurred beiow.
A despatch troin Narrowsburg inlormca tiio
peoplo .jI Cochectou thai the ico iiud gorgou badly
on Hog si u nd, two miles wi" 01 t tie loriner
place, l'lio jam aid not break until two o'clock,
and the lower part 01 cooheoton was drowned our.
I no water stood lour leet deep 111 the houses. As
at previous points, large quantities of lumber
were swept away. Auer ihe n'o leir Hog
lsiaud it soon struck tne "Narrows'' in
the channel at Narrowstiur^. This t* the
opening to Mg Fddy, me deep plane on the
nver. liotli snores ol tue "Narrows" are perpeuuionlurro.'ks tUiny leet nigh, auu a wooden
bricge aujut one hundred teot lung sums tno passage,itie rocky louudatiou l'urnisliing natural
abutments. itao ice iu the liig Eddy was muf
luet tuiow. aud #aeu tue ueod reacusd 11 wa»
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quite solid. This large body oi unbroken ice
ottered such resistance to the advancing mas*
that It was analu checked. The ice ;ii once
commenced piling up m tne "Narrows" bemvitli
the bridge until it reached the oeains. Hv that:
time a larae piece of the flood ice was forced
beneath that still intact In the Kddy, and the
great upward pressure lorced it to irive way. It
parted in tne centre and tne report that followed
was Ui:o tiie tiring <<r a cannon. Instantly iliac
portiou of tlie ice nearest the Pennsylvania shorn
raised up ten lee:, and, as u broke into cakes, they
were thrown high into the air.

TUK ilAMAIIK .CI' Hid KDDY.
The upheaval swept In a circle around to the

New York snore, forcing the ice and water ihr<>ugti
a culvett beneath the railroad, the outlet oi »
pond on the other side of tuu railroad, auo a sheet;
of water twelve leet deep and covering over two
acrcs of ground was foriued oelow ihti
pond. The sudden rise twisted several
iarire hickory trees oil', standing at th«
mouth Of the outlet. out the Hood
ice having forced a sufficient channel on the Pennsylvaniaside, no lurther damage was done 111 tue
Eddy. Dirty Taunery, below Xarrowsburg. an the
Pen'isylvaula side oi the river, was surprised by
tne ice, and all operations there have cussed.

I'A It I A 1. KST1MATE UK TBI LOSS.
The loss above Port Jervis cannot be less than

$500,000. It is ieared that the immense quantities
of lumber destroyed will seriously atTect the
unanclal question in the lumber region. Tne Hood
of yesterday and to-day may be recorded as the
most damaging ever unown in the Delaware
vallev.
No Idea or the rain mat lies la the water

or the great ice flood In the uelawai©
Kiver above tuts place can be loiuied
wmiout vis-lting the various places along
ihe stream, l'ne rise or the water was so sudden
that, even though it had been expected lor najs.
It took the entire region oy surprise, and whero
tne least damage was anticipated there the inoft
seems to have oeen done. Although the river it
still white with floutiug ice the worst is believed
to be over. From the head of the river to tin#
place and 1'ar below, a wall or ice mocks irom t-u
to twenty leet high lines each bank. Thousand#
01 dollars worth ot lumber is strung along tna
whole length or the stream, jammed up in t&r
ice, and the most or it is irrecoverably tost.

THE SUSQUEHANNA.
the work of destruction along its banks.

wilke3barrk, plymouth and other towsj
threatened with complete inundation.

Pittston, Pa., March 17, 1875.
At three o'clock this morning there was not &

cloud m the sky, and the moon and stars looked
calmly down upon the work ot destruction com*
niptcit iiv tnr» rtnoii clurmir the nrevious six hours.
At daylight the streets were frozen and covered
witli a light mantle of snow. Mundtng on the
only lemainlug span of ike new bridge, tlie scena
which met the eye was a dreary and
dc.soiate one. The river was clear of ice, except
along its margins, built rushed i>y with a tremendouslury, leaping anu tossing its yellow water*
us wildly as the Hudson when a northeaster sura
il up. The current had dropped down considerably,hut this was caused by t tie change in the
weather, which closed up the niauy mountaia
tributaries.

TH+: WORK OK THE FLOOD.
i.ooking over the vast sweep oi the Misque*

hauua, the track of the terrible flood is plainly
seen in the huge slabs of solid ice piled up along
the banks and in many places tossed up into
rugged promontories twenty feet hign. The
grounds of the elegant residences along the
river point on the wesi side are terribly
dlstlgured by the uncouth accumulations left
by the angry flood. In ana around the
Junction there are painful evidences of destruction.Uouses have been wrecked, outbuilding*
swept away, leucei removed, trees up*
rooted and vast deposits ol ice left in the low
bottom lands, just above the Junction a mag*
nillcent Iron bridge spanned the Lackawanna
River, which empties into tue Susquehanna at
tills point. This, too, ieil a prey to the flood,
and was completely demolished. Scarcely a vet*
tlge remains 01 the handsome structure, which,
though small, cos: nearly $io,uoo.
The back water irom the :*u*quehaana carried

it uway. of the three large bridges which were
wept Into the current, and whose mammoth pro*

portions passed out of sight intact, not a beam or
girder is to be seen from the river banks,
simrtlv uitnr thi>v wont ilowu a. terrible crash was
heard below. where tuey probably struck oa I
small ml unit which lies Just opposite Wyoming, la
about the contre ol the river.

ANOTHKK VISITATION KlAltKD.
Although the bridge* are g mo ana the river bu

subsided considerably, there exist greet ap«
piot.eiisurus with regard to a supplementary
flood, wiuoh vrlll undoubtedly »et lo with warmed
weather. It has been ascertained that all the toe
lias not gone out yet. indeed, a gorge or unusukl
proportions and strength has jormed slnoe last
night, beginning at a point abont two miles above
this place and extending up the river beyood
Hansom, which is about eight miles trout
hero. This gorge le in extent about
hail a mile wide, and it goes np the
Susquehanna at least ten miles. It not lurther*
The whole distance is covered with vast aores ol

crystal slabs, lrorn three to Tour teet thief, sod
massed in Irregular conformations to the average
height or twenty loet. Looking down upon It
Irom a bridlepath in tho mountain below Camp*
bell's i<edgo lo-nigut, the soene is one ol terrlAo
Arctic grandeur. Tne rugged peaks or the crystal
buck* stand like giant spear* and r?Uect the pale
rare or the moon wttti spectral signiflcanooL This
gorge is lodged Here between two .oity momntaia
raiig>*s almost perpendicular iu their lormatloe
ai.d now covered with two or three reet or snow.

COMMUNICATION CUT UPF.
Many farmhouses are suomerged. and all rail*

road communications are cut. off. Tin* Lenigtt
\ alley oad, wtucti touches uere, is covered w.t*
water aud ice 10 the depth or several 'eet. 4 It*
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